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							Missionaries compelled by Jesus' Great Commission proclaiming Jesus Christ and His #Gospel to the poor! 🌏 #FMCmissions
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            On the feast of St. Joseph today, missionary staff
            	                    [image: On the feast of St. Joseph today, missionary staff Rich Mastrogiacomo shares his testimony about how our “Foster Father” interceded in his life:  “When my wife and I moved our young missionary family to the border of South Sudan at the start of 2019, our hearts were all in. We dreamed of raising our baby girl there and making Africa our forever home. After several experiences of corruption and danger, we were forced to flee immediately and let those dreams slip through our fingertips.   I remember feeling so let down upon returning home stateside, wondering if this was a failed mission. My wife’s heart was broken. I felt like I needed to start over. My immediate reaction was to try to find work, so I desperately scrambled to stabilize my family.   During this turmoil, I was invited to meditate upon the desperate flight into Egypt. Using the Ignatian method of prayer, I was walking across the desert sand with St. Joseph. We were holding a coarse rope attached to a donkey, and on it, Mary was holding baby Jesus - both asleep - as we led them through the night.   I remember being honest with St. Joseph. I turned to him and said, 'Do I even know how to be a good husband and father?' At that point in my meditation, St. Joseph immediately stopped me and said, 'I know exactly how you feel.'  I realized he knew what it was like to be in my shoes - to be in a foreign land and have to flee overnight in fear. He, too, was invited to recklessly abandon his understanding and lead his family according to obedience. My eyes welled with tears as I concluded that mediation. St. Joseph, the greatest male saint who ever lived, consoled my heart.  From that day forward, he has become one of my dearest patron saints. More than anything, he teaches me that conformity to the will of God through obedience is one of the surest paths to holiness.   Why did God choose St. Joseph? Why was a humble carpenter chosen for the task of being the earthly father of the Savior? The answer is simple: God knew St. Joseph would do absolutely anything that was asked of him without hesitation, no matter how difficult. As the head of my family, I pray, with his help, that I will always do the same.”]
        
    



    
        
            Are there members in your family you have neglecte
            	                    [image: Are there members in your family you have neglected to help? Are you a teacher and desire to steward your love better for your students?   This Lent, whatever your occupation or role in your home, whatever your life looks like, God is calling you to serve your neighbor. This can mean asking your next-door-neighbor what it is they need: Is it to be prayed over? A meal? Company?  Challenge: Strike up a conversation with your neighbor, someone from Church, or at school and intentionally ask them how they are doing. #lentwiththepopes #johnpaulii #lentenseason #liturgicalliving #worksofmercy #almsgiving]
        
    



    
        
            NEW BLOG // SLEEPING SAINT JOSEPH, PRAY FOR ME // 
            	                    [image: NEW BLOG // SLEEPING SAINT JOSEPH, PRAY FOR ME // By Kim Capoun // Big Woods Staff  “I’ve always been a “go, go, go” type of person. Even on my free days, I make a to-do list and aim to get as much done as I can. If I’m not being productive, I sometimes feel like I’m missing something or like I’m forgetting something I need to do. There are times when I lie in bed thinking about what needs to happen the next day, sometimes fretting about it and sometimes just listing everything in my head to make sure it’s not forgotten.   About seven years ago, I began to learn about a saint who could help me with my seeming obsession with productivity.  In 2017, I graduated college, and my roommate and I moved from Atchison, Kansas (population 10,000) to Omaha, Nebraska (population 500,000). We moved into a small apartment, our first step at “adulting.” We wanted to give our new home a fun name like some of our friends had in college – like The Barn, The White House, The Mansion, etc.  We also wanted a patron saint to be our model for the year. We thought it would be nice to have a female saint as a patron who could be an excellent example for us. We agreed to take a couple of weeks to pray about it individually. When we came together, we were both hesitant to say who we thought would be a good patron. Eventually, we learned that each of us had been inspired by St. Joseph..."  Continue reading the rest of the blog through the link in our BIO.  #saintjoseph #catholicmissions #sleepingsaintjoseph #catholicblog #catholicsaints]
        
    



    
        
            Did you know giving is an essential aspect of the 
            	                    [image: Did you know giving is an essential aspect of the Christian life? This Lenten season, we can examine our lives and give out of the abundance of our hearts.   Challenge: Consider the spending habits in your life. Whether $5 or $50, pray about giving to a charity you are passionate about.   #lentwiththepopes #popefrancis #lentenseason #liturgicalliving #worksofmercy #almsgiving]
        
    



    
        
            It’s Lent again, and once again I set a list of 
            	                    [image: It’s Lent again, and once again I set a list of resolutions for prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Once again, I immediately falter—forgetting I gave up snacks until right as I finish eating one; settling in to watch a romantic comedy, remembering as the credits roll that I’ve forsworn secular screen time—the list goes on.  In my quiet time with God, I ask for help and mercy. I resolve to seek sacrifice anew, without shame. As I finish my prayer, a thought, unbidden, pops into my head—I am trusting too much in God’s mercy. I feel unsettled, and mentally counter that surely I cannot possibly trust too much in God’s mercy, a mercy as infinite as his love. Doesn’t St. Paul call him God, who is rich in mercy? (Eph. 2:4)  But the seed of doubt is planted, and I worry that I am being presumptuous. Anxiety floods over me. Do I have too great a view of God’s mercy? What about my practice of entrusting my children to God’s mercy? What about my past sins long, I thought, forgiven? What about my human weakness that brings me daily to my knees in need of mercy? I think of all of my weaknesses and constant shortcomings. I think about my wild trust in God’s mercy, If I am wrong, I feel hopelessly lost.  In spiritual direction, my director leads me to a quote by St. Faustina: “The graces from my mercy are drawn by one vessel, and that vessel is trustfulness. The more trustful a soul is, the more it will receive . . . I am pleased when they ask for much, for I want to bestow much, and even very much. But I am saddened when souls ask for little, when they tighten and close up their hearts” (Diary 1578). My trustful, constant requests for God’s mercy delight him, she assures me. The more I trust in and ask for his mercy, the more I please him, the more my heart expands to receive his love..."  Continue reading this blog through the link in our BIO (Originally published on the Mighty Is Her Call blog)]
        
    



    
        
            Giving alms is not only about giving money. Giving
            	                    [image: Giving alms is not only about giving money. Giving our time to those in need of care is just as essential. St. John Paul II wrote about the importance of remembering the elderly as part of our Lenten service:  “The care of the elderly, above all when they pass through difficult moments, must be of great concern to all the faithful…”  He invites the faithful to “take advantage of Lent for making their own personal contribution. This will allow many elderly not to think of themselves as a burden to the community, and sometimes even to their own families, living in a situation of loneliness that leads to the temptation of isolating themselves or becoming discouraged.”  Challenge: Call or visit an elderly family member, neighbor, or fellow parishioner. If you can’t think of anyone, call the parish office and ask if any parishioners at local nursing homes could use a visitor.   #lentwiththepopes #johnpaulii #lentenseason #liturgicalliving #worksofmercy #almsgiving]
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