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Family Missions  
Company 

SERVESERVE  

 

Praising the Lord with song, 
using music to bridge cultural 
barriers, gathering as a community to sing        
together in the power of the Holy Spirit—music has 
always been an essential tool of FMC’s evangelis-
tic outreach.  Now, we are excited to announce 
that we are branching out in our music and media 
ministry.   
 
This summer, we will be releasing a professional 
music CD with a missionary focus and message.  
One of our missionaries, Kevin Granger, produced 
the CD, and all of the music is by missionaries and 
about missions.  We are calling this The Ananias 
Project because St. Ananias is the one who  

 
 
opened Paul’s eyes, allowing him to see clearly 
and pursue his missionary vocation. Our vision is 
that through the promotion of this CD,  
and the music it contains, we will reach many 
youth, college students, and music lovers of all 
ages with the urgent message of the need for   
missions, and hopefully awaken in many of them 
an awareness of their own missionary vocations. 
 
Let us know if you can support this new ministry, 
and if you are interested in hearing our missionar-
ies in concert.  We may be coming to a town near 
you! 

  

MUSIC  ! 

One of the Greatest Tools of FMC’s  
Evangelization Takes on a  

New Direction 

In This Issue: 
Ecuador 
Medical  
Mission 
pgs. 4—5 

 
Philippines 
Update 
pg.  7 
 

Letter from 
Spain 
pgs. 8-9 
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Guided By Our Father 
- Andrea Brown 

  

“A man's mind plans his way, but the LORD 

 directs his steps.” (Prov. 16:9) 
 
I had never paid much heed to this verse from Proverbs, 
but apparently it was a lesson the Brown family needed 
to learn this past Spring!  Since the New Year, our lives 
have taken many unexpected turns. Nothing that we 
would have planned for our missionary vocation came to 
pass at all, but instead God has surprised us by “directing 
our steps” in a completely unforeseen direction. 
  
When we left General Cepeda just before Christmas, we 
packed just enough to spend a couple of weeks at Big 
Woods, our mission base in Louisiana.  We planned to be 
there just long enough to celebrate Christmas state-side, 
and to attend Sarah and Kevin Granger’s wedding in 
early January.  What we did not anticipate were some 
dental appointments that lead to orthodontic appoint-
ments that lead to oral surgeon appointments!  Suddenly, 
Andrea was being strongly urged to undergo a regimen 
that included braces, then oral surgery, then more braces, 
throughout which process frequent appointments with the 
orthodontist and oral surgeon would be required.  Though 
at first this seemed completely contrary to what we 
thought God wanted for us right now, we took the issue 
to prayer, and found that His clear answer was to stay in 
Louisiana and take care of this medical need. 
  
So, we found ourselves serving Him in different capaci-
ties that what we had planned, but nevertheless we feel 
that we are at the center of His will – and He knows what 
He is doing.  He knows that this little family has strived 
to serve Him and to carry out His will.  We are aware that 
this is just one more instance in which we find Him lead-
ing us forward into the next stage of His plan.  For HIS 
plan is necessarily worlds better than anything we could 

have designed for ourselves, even if our plan was to be 
serving the poor of Mexico right now.  As good as that 
seems from our point of view, we trust that God has a 
better vantage point for judging what is best for the 
Brown family, and what His best use of us is right now.  
As Genie Summers told us, “God has no second-rate 
plans.”  We trust that that is true. 
  
We have already seen that he is working in our situation 
right now.  We are gathered with a strong community of 
prayer-warriors at Big Woods, and together with these 
other missionaries we pray and work for all the many and 
varied needs of Family Missions Company.  In addition 
to its foreign mission posts, FMC is an active hub for a 
significant amount of ministry in Louisiana.  Our family 
is able to stay active in various modes of service to and 
through FMC.  Some of the ways God has used us in-
clude speaking with teens at a local youth hunger fast 
about each Christian’s responsibility to serve the poor’ 
ministering to the youth at a special Divine Mercy Sun-
day event for the diocese called “Mercy Fest,” assisting 
in the training and formation of new missionaries, as well 
as pitching in to help with maintaining the facilities and 
missionary functions on premises at Big Woods Mission. 
  
Additionally, Kevin was able to return for a short time to 
General Cepeda, where he tied up our ministries and im-
portant business.  While there, he worked with Kevin 
Granger, John Paul Papuzynski, Jonathan Weiss, Toño 
Garza, and citizens of rancho Santa Ines to complete the 
floor and oversee final construction details of Santa 
Faustina Chapel, which was built in memory of Alexan-
dria Kowalczyk, a very special teenager from our home 
parish in Maryland.  Kevin and I felt very blessed to be a 
part of this special project which God so clearly ordained 
and directed from start to finish!  
  
We know the Lord has much more in store for the Brown 
family, both during our time at Big Woods, and later on 
when we discern our next mission assignment.   We ask 
for your contin-
ued prayers for 
us, and even 
more for God’s 
beloved poor in 
Mexico, who are 
suffering particu-
lar trials during 
this difficult time 
for their nation.  
May God bless 
them, and may 
He bless all of 
you abundantly! 
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An Anointed Night 

 -Jon Weiss, John-Paul Papuzynski, 

Christopher Alexander 

 

What happens when you bring together 25 young pas-
sionate American missionaries with 40 curious Mexican 
teenagers? God shows up! On Thursday March   19, 
2009 the teens of the parish of Santísimo Cristo del Ojo 
de Agua stood united for the very first time, alongside 
their brothers and sisters in Christ who were on spring 
break from Franciscan University of Steubenville, for 

an anointed night of prayer. 

Since arriving here in Saltillo, Mexico in January, we 
have been so abundantly blessed to live, work, and pray 
with the young people of the parish we have been sent 
to. Our team, or more correctly, our family, consists of 
a humble servant priest, Padre Moy, our friend and Dea-
con, Claudio, and all our other brothers and sisters who 
work with the young people. Most of our ministry has 
been with the teens, but we also have been blessed to be 
able to visit weekly five ranchos, or desert communi-
ties, with Claudio, and to participate very actively in the 
life of the parish. For example, we are involved in dif-
ferent music ministry groups, helping teach catechism 
classes for children and teens, aiding in liturgical prepa-
rations especially during Holy Week, and acting in a 
huge production of the living Stations of the Cross that 

the parish puts on each year. 

One of the biggest challenges we have faced in the life 
of our parish here in Saltillo and in our mission thus far 
has been the need to come against spirits of division and 
disunity. Our parish community is divided into four 
sectors, three of which are chapels within walking dis-
tance and the actual Church parish, where we live. The 
parishioners identify themselves almost solely with the 

sector they belong to and not with the parish as a whole.  

 

  
 

 

We have felt convicted by the Spirit to stand unified as 
a team in prayer and action, against this disunity, and to 

begin a unified youth group with all four sectors. 

Knowing in February that within a few weeks the stu-
dents from Franciscan University would be coming to 
spend seven days in nearby General Cepeda, we began 
to pray that the Lord would make it possible for them to 
come and share their faith and the reason for their hope 

with our youth.   

That anointed night God “blew all our expectations and 
wildest dreams out of the water.” We had Spirit filled 
bilingual praise and worship, played some hilarious 
games on a small budget, heard some life changing tes-
timonies, and our hearts were inflamed by the passion-
ate fiery preaching of Fr. Denny TOR. And as if that 
was not enough, some of the women of our parish gen-
erously and lovingly prepared the biggest Mexican feast 
you can imagine. While sharing the meal, we also 
shared loads of laughter and joy, sang songs, told sto-

ries, and built friendships across borders. 

God is doing great things in the lives of our teens and in 
the life of our parish, and we feel so blessed and hum-
bled that He has chosen to work through us little mis-
sionaries. Please continue to pray and fast for us and for 
the faith community of Ojo de Agua. If you would like 
to follow us on mission as we continue to take Jesus at 
His word and preach the Gospel in Mexico, check out 
our blogs linked on the FMC website 

(fmcmissions.com). God be praised! 

 

FMC’s principal work is EVANGELIZATION - 
Living the Gospel and speaking and proclaiming it 

to all people who will listen and receive it.  
We witness to Jesus and  

evangelize everywhere, all the time! 
-Frank Summers 



 

 

4 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Refreshing God’s Servants   Refreshing God’s Servants   Refreshing God’s Servants   Refreshing God’s Servants —Genie Summers 
 God sends us as missionaries to the ends of the earth because he wants “Those who wait in darkness to 

see a great light!” We, fifteen missionaries, who fulfilled the great commission in Ecuador on a medical mis-

sion did indeed bring a great light. We saw over eight hundred Amazonian natives who waited for the light of 

the world, Jesus. 

 I am amazed at the power of mission, refreshing those we evangelized but also refreshing the mission-

aries and God’s servants. Because there is no parish priest in Mishahualli, Sr. Ortencia, a forty-seven year old 

religious Ecuadorian sister, is administrator of the parish. She is responsible for the pastoral care of the faithful 

in the town of thousands and in twenty-four villages. Her teammate, another religious sister, had recently left 

the convent for health reasons. Sister Ortencia was facing the preparation of so many souls for the coming sea-

son of lent and Easter. As we spent our week helping out, medically and spiritually, you could see refreshment 

sweep into Sister’s heart and life. I overheard her say to one of the priests, “I feel so supported, I feel so well 

accompanied on my duty to the flock. God miraculously sent me missionaries from across the sea to meet my 

needs.” Sister Ortencia in Mishahualli, Father Ernesto, Fr. Kleber and even Bishop Pablo Mietto could view 

with new eyes the daunting task of pastoral care, because we arrived on their doorstep with missionary hearts. 

 My duties of life and ministry here at Big Woods are often close to overwhelming. I went to Ecuador 

to serve as a translator, and because it was an opportunity to see the medical mission branch of FMC venture 

into new horizons. I did not expect for the Lord to be so present to me, to meet me in the beauty of creation, 

the need of the people, and in the harmony of our group of medical  missionaries. But He was powerfully pre-

sent. From the first day, He and I had an early morning rendezvous in prayer. Mission heals missionaries. God 

wants to refresh his servants. I praise God for the refreshment I feel! 

 

Dearest Genie and friend Joseph, 
 Thank you with all of my heart for the mission you conducted in Mishahualli 
and the distant communities. The Queen of Missions and Star of the New Evangeli-
zation will certainly bring to fruition with beautiful fruit all the good work that you 
accomplished as missionaries and doctors and nurses. Also, Father Ernesto, who you 

served with was in admiration of your labor. God Bless You. 

 Thanks for the generous gift you presented to me. We are going to use these 
funds for an orphanage project for children in Tena and as alms for the poor that are 

always at our doorstep. Remember, you are always welcome.                                                                                     

       Bishop Pablo Mietto, Diocese of Tena, Amazonia  
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Listening to the Spirit Listening to the Spirit Listening to the Spirit Listening to the Spirit —Joseph Summers 
 
 The Spirit filled my heart as I sat with the LORD staring out the window of the 9:30 am “Baños Ex-
press” bus. Missions is always an adventure, and my winding descent from Quito through the cloud forests of 
Ecuador into the Amazon Basin was no exception. As I sat taking in the incredible vista and cool Andean 
mountain air, I thanked Jesus for the call to be a missionary; to go where He leads, to serve Him in some of the 
most beautiful corners of the earth.  
 About six months ago, while in prayer one night in the chapel, I heard the LORD speak to my heart: 
“Go to Ecuador.” Oftentimes the LORD gives me direction and inspiration in prayer, and too often I brush it 
off. That night after receiving that word, I began to think about organizing a medical mission to Ecuador. I 
shared the idea with the president and vice-president of Family Missions Company’s Medical Mission Board, 
Dr. Steven Salopek and David Frugé (respectively). They encouraged me in the vision, and together David and I 
began to plan a trip over the Mardi Gras holidays. 
 Four and a half weeks before our trip was scheduled to take off, our mission trip roster tallied a whop-
ping 3 people, with one of us not sure if they could juggle their work schedule in order to come. These numbers 
did not exactly inspire confidence in me, and I seriously contemplated calling off the trip. Again I approached 
the LORD in prayer, and again I felt Him moving me to go forward with the trip, acting in faith. I told the Lord, 
“If you want this to happen, You need to send the people.” Within a few days our number jumped from 3 to 10! 
Two weeks later, God had built His medical mission team: two doctors (one of whom was a deacon), four 
nurses, and eight other missionaries equipped with a strong desire to love and serve.  
 For me, this Ecuador mission was a real lesson in trust, and as always, God did not disappoint. The 
Scripture reminds us: “Has the Lord ever disappointed anyone who put his hope in him? Has the Lord ever 
abandoned anyone who held him in constant reverence?” (Sirach 2: 10) So often I think we Christians allow 
fear and doubt to paralyze the work of God in the world. Too often we look for miracles from the comfort of our 
recliners; we want to walk on water, but we don’t want to step into the storm.  
 In Ecuador God reminded me that missions is His work, and what He desires are willing hearts “that 
tremble at His word.”(Isaiah 66:2) That is why the Lord put our trip together, He built it, and He accomplished 
it; all He wanted from me was my fiat, “Let it be done!” The Lord did so much in and through our little team, so 
much that would have been left undone had we not listened to His quiet voice in prayer. Let us always listen to 
His Spirit, and the voice of our Lady, “Do whatever He tells you.” 
 
 

 

Has the Lord ever disappointed anyone who put his hope in him? Has the Lord ever disappointed anyone who put his hope in him? Has the Lord ever disappointed anyone who put his hope in him? Has the Lord ever disappointed anyone who put his hope in him?     
Has the Lord ever abandoned anyone who held him in constant reverence? Has the Lord ever abandoned anyone who held him in constant reverence? Has the Lord ever abandoned anyone who held him in constant reverence? Has the Lord ever abandoned anyone who held him in constant reverence?     

Sirach 2: 10  
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The Unexpected Mission 
by Erin Ugran 

 

After going through the Intake process in the 
fall of ’08, my head was full of grand and colorful vi-
sions of my first year in mission. I would learn Spanish, 
move to General Cepeda, and do God’s work helping 
the poor under the bright blue sky and blazing sun of 
Mexico. But my plans were slightly derailed in October, 
when I had a rather unexpected medical emergency; our 
Intake class of four had been plagued by a slew of 
twisted ankles, bug bites, allergies, and busted ear 
drums. However, even all these physical attacks didn’t 
prepare me for the shock of blacking out one morning 
during a class and waking up to the frantic concerns of 
my fellow missionaries, who then informed me that I 
had had a seizure. 

My first thoughts were: “They must be mis-
taken! I am quite proud of my dedication and struggle to 
be healthy! I don’t have seizures!” But then a quiet little 
voice of reason whispered to me, “but your aunt does! 
Epilepsy can be genetic, but no one else in the family 
seems to have it… yet!” My aunt had been diagnosed 
with epilepsy after having a generalized seizure on my 
21st birthday a couple years before. As it turned out, 
she’d had the disorder for several years, unknowingly 
suffering through “mini-seizures” which she had previ-
ously chalked up to a lack of focus. All of the sudden, 
my memory flashed to my sophomore year of college 
where I was constantly afraid and borderline depressed 
because of dark thoughts and memories I couldn’t keep 
track of in my head. I had one set of memories that I 
was sure had happened and they didn’t distress me in 
the least, but then I also started forming a second set of 
memories that made no sense to me and scared me 
senseless and caused what I thought was panic attacks. 
Right before I blacked out in class, that panicky, dis-
torted feeling had overcome me. 

And right there, in the middle of a room filled 
with missionaries in varying levels of distress over me, I 
felt a total calm. Even better, I felt joy. After four years 
of struggling in my head, living in the world, and being 

completely miserable at both, I finally had an answer. I 
had finally given my life over to Lord, and here He re-
warded me with the one thing I hadn’t known I wanted 
and in fact needed the most; confidence in my own 
brain! I knew right away I had exactly what my aunt 
had, and while I experienced a measure of fear, I could-
n’t help but revel in God’s providence for me!  

So I returned home to Colorado in December to 
both figure out this new complication to my life, and 
also to fundraise for my future life in General Cepeda, 
Mexico. I began to see a series of neurologists and per-
form a number of rather daunting tests involving large 
machines with loud noises, needles, and wires glued to 
my head. Again, God was looking out for me! The tests 
that could bring bad news came back normal, and a no-
toriously unreliable test that would prove epilepsy came 
back with definite proof and the location of my seizures. 
The only downside to my time at home was that the 
overwhelming drowsiness that my new medicine caused 
in me prevented my doing anything productive for quite 
a long time. By the time I gained even a moderate level 
of energy, I was very behind in fundraising for my mis-
sion. I started to pursue fundraising avenues, and then 
one night soon after, my mother received a distressing 
call from my uncle. 

My aunt, the same one with epilepsy, had three 
generalized seizures back to back, was unconscious and 
on her way to the hospital. My cousins were in a state of 
fear and confusion, and my uncle concerned about their 
family’s future. My aunt home schools my 4 cousins, 
ages 2 to 13, and my uncle’s job requires that he travel 
most of the year. The EMT responding to the call in-
formed my uncle that my aunt would no longer be able 
to drive, she would be in the hospital for an indefinite 
period of time, afterward she would be physically inca-
pacitated. My mother wanted to get on a plane immedi-
ately, despite the late hour and the fact that she had to 
work the rest of the week; dad wanted to go the next 
day, but he had to work as well and had other                   
(continued next page) 

 

My Aunt Lisa, Fr. Corapi and me at EWTN 

José, Chris (an FMC missionary), me,  

& Joanie (my mission partner) in 

    General Cepeda, Mexico 



 

 

obligations he couldn’t ignore. And then there was me: 
single, able to fundraise anywhere, familiar with the 
medical issues, and with the availability to help them in 
their time of need. I got on a plane less than 48 hours 
later to go to my newest mission field: Atlanta! 

While my work with my cousins was definitely 
not what I originally planned to be doing, God’s hand 
definitely led me there. Atlanta does not have the for-
eign appeal that Mexico has for me, but once I set aside 
my notions of what I wanted and started focusing on 
what God wanted, my mission field took on a new dy-
namic. I haven’t mastered Spanish yet, but I had the 
chance to teach the basics and new cultures to my cous-
ins. I can’t claim to be living in poverty, but I have 
learned to be dependent on other’s charity, and teach my 
family about the poverty that most of the world faces. 

My evangelization is teaching my 8 year old cousin 
about North American martyrs and the Catholic faith in 
history. I was able to help my aunt in her health crisis 
and give my uncle some help and peace, and to get to 
know each of my cousins in a whole new way. Best of 
all, my relationship with God has a new facet: my God 
is so loving that He takes what seems to be a crisis on 
the surface but times it so that nothing but good comes 
out of it! 

My plan to be a missionary in a foreign, exotic 
land right away was just that: my plan. After helping my 
aunt through her recovery, I am finally leaving for Gen-
eral Cepeda. God’s plan was to arrange my life, my 
health, and my ambitions to suit His timing and Will. I 
am so blessed that He ruined my plans! His are obvi-
ously much better!  

7 

Blessings and Growth in Camiguin 
by Colby Dupre 

 
In March of this year, I returned to Sagay, 

Camiguin, Philippines for my second year of foreign 
missions. I feel so blessed to be here serving God’s 
people. Since I have been back here I have become the 
Godmother of three children. This really blesses me as 
well because that is one of the things that God has sent 
me here to do…to love and become like the people that 
I am ministering to. When the parents of these children 
ask me to be a Godparent to their children it means that 
they see God’s love through my actions. One of my 
prayers is that I never do things for myself, but that 
everything that I do is what God Himself wants me to 
do. I am still human, but the Lord equips me with so 
many things that I can use to grow closer to Him. He 
has given me many new friends here in Sagay and also 
in the main land. He has given me the talents that I 
need to be here, and He has given me strength to stand 
in His name alone here on the island.  

I have started again teaching in Holy Rosary 
High School. This year I will be an assistant computer 
teacher and the band director. I will soon be starting to 

give days of recollection to the students according to 
their classes. The classes range anywhere from 38 to 55 
students. Soon I will be starting a Praise and Worship 
ministry with the parishioners here in Sagay. I am 
really excited about that outreach, because the students 
are very willing to learn the songs and their meanings. 
They ask me when I will be starting Praise and Wor-
ship because they are ready now. Please pray for me 
and for the students, that God will use me to speak to 
the people here and everywhere I go.  

In the month of July, I will be receiving an-
other huge blessing, a new mission partner. What a 
great answer to my prayer for help! When we need 
God the most He provides for us, but it is our job to ask 
for the help.  

The Lord says ask and you shall receive. This 
statement is very true!  So, I would like to conclude 
with a quote of encouragement:  

“All who call upon me I will answer;  

  I will be with them in distress; 

  I will deliver them  

  and give them honor.” (Psalm 91:15) 
Remember to always trust in the Lord and He will give 
you what you need.  

 

Colby and Students in Camiguin 

Camiguin Island Philippines 



 

 

We recently received a very enthusiastic  letter from Fr. Gama, a priest who works closely with our 

missionary team in Spain.  His joy in the fruitfulness and grace in our missionaries’ service there is 

evident and uplifting.  We are excited to share with you the work of our missionaries from Fr. Gama’s 

point of view, as a co-worker in God’s vineyard. Enjoy! 

Beloved Family in Christ: 
  

Although since Sarah and Kevin’s wedding we have 
not had many opportunities to speak, nevertheless I 
have carried you very near my heart and in my hum-
ble prayers to God.  As I have mentioned in other 
correspondence, you do not know how thankful I am 
to God for having united our roads and for continu-
ing to pour out so many gifts by the presence and 
missionary work of so great a team that we have had 
the great blessing to find among us. 
 

We are on the verge of finishing a pastoral course, 
and the FMC missionary team has just left Spain to 
spend some time with their families this summer.  
The team is already a part of our family, of our life. 
They are our beloved American missionaries (as the 
youth among us call them), “ours” from so many 
experiences and moments of shared grace, and I 
wanted to send some reflections to share with all of 
you. 
 

Perhaps it is a commonly heard complaint, but the 
situation of Spain and Europe, in general, as regard-
ing the faith is what the Servant of God John Paul II 
called, a "silent apostasy", with dangerous ways of 
life in a society that tries to act and to behave as if 
God does not exist, knowing in the depths of their 
hearts that they have a call to Eternal Love that can-
not be silenced. 
  

In our diocese of Cordoba, the mass media causes us 
to live in a "global village", although we have many 
traditions and a certain "catholic facade" - with a his-
tory of faith and holiness spanning some 1700 years 

(we include martyrs from the perse-
cution of Diocletian).  We incorpo-
rate into our society an adequate reli-
gious presence with congregations, 
apostolic movements and associa-
tions of faithful (some perhaps with 
more cultural content than life of 
faith), and relatively abundant 
priests.  We also have relatively 
young catholic schools, convents, 
etc. Nevertheless, I believe that we 
need a deeper and more profound 
interior renewal, since, in some 
senses, we are far from a palpable 
Christian life, a transformative ex-

perience of the dynamics of our life of faith. 
  

The contact with FMC’s missionary team is for us, a 
new and driving force to deepen our life of faith and 
dealings with the Lord, since the missionaries openly 
declare, and many people recognize in them, a natu-
ralness, spontaneity, assiduousness, proximity and 
freshness in their dealings with God, that pushes us 
to live the Christian life that same way.  That is to 
say, because of their witness, we live our faith with 
more naturalness on both sides of our relationships: 
We face society in a way that leaves shame and our 
own “complexes” to the side, seeing instead that 
Christ does not come to “veto” aspects of our lives. 
He removes nothing from our happy, young life and 
our desires of living it in fullness but, to the contrary, 
is the Only one who can fill it (some of our youth 
seem to hear it as if for the first time, and others, that 
knew it, and have not believed it all have seen it re-
flected in the lives and above all in the faces and the 
smiles of the missionaries).  Also with a view toward 
our personal relation with God, we’ve seen the great 
difference between "speaking to God" and "speaking 
with God", like the missionaries are teaching us, and 
learning to trust more in Divine Providence, to live 
each event as though it comes from the hand of God. 
  

 Although it seems somewhat normal, nevertheless, 
we must emphasize that it surprises and encourages 
all to see these fervent, normal, happy young girls 
who are committed, with very clear ideas, and dedi-
cated to their mission, with a deep love for Jesus and 
for their Church.  We are witnesses of their joy in 
their interactions with us, their constant recourse to 

FMC’s Spain team shares a meal in their home  

with Fr. Gama and priests from the Cordoba Diocese 
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the Word of God, and their confidence in prayer, 
their proximity and devotion to the Sacraments of 
the Eucharist and Penance.  Besides all of this, we 
witness their facility in dealing with all people, and 
their willingness to use musical instruments and 
songs to approach others and to speak of God.  (The 
words of this paragraph are practically reflections of 
the letter that I wrote to our Bishop of Cordoba to 
ask him permission to request the arrival of the mis-
sionaries of FMC, and after this time together I con-
tinue thinking and corroborating the same thing.) 
  

The greatest "weapon" of evangelization of our be-
loved Missionary team in Spain is without doubt 
their friendship, "flavored" with closeness, and hap-
piness... as truly they are Salt and Light to the world, 
declaring the fundamental thing of the Christian life 
and of the essence of God: Love, faithful and au-
thentic.  This Team has been hard working (at times 
putting their strength to the test), helpful (with he-
roic service) and docile (in their collaboration with 
the priests), without losing their identity and auton-
omy.  They have managed to approach youth that 
lived relatively far away from the Church and, above 
all, they are elevating the level of commitment and 
of spirituality of the youth who already work with 
us.  They have made the flat where they reside not 
only a place of encounter and welcome for all seek-
ing answers, but almost a "school of prayer" and rest 
in the Lord. 
  

Of course, as is common in our latitude, large num-
bers of people do not respond to the gatherings that 
they carry out, but the few that respond are met with 
the individualized attention and personal compan-
ionship that clearly manifests God’s preference for 
each person in particular and, of course, makes their 
evangelization more efficient, while maintaining a 
long-term perspective.  Perhaps Spain has not ex-
perienced a "shower" of the Spirit but there persists 

a constant "dripping" of grace, that causes us to be 
in a permanent state of awareness so as to never 
waste a drop.  We give thanks to God because, even 
thus, more fruit can be harvested. 
  

I hope that they have been comfortable among us 
all this time and that they can return with their 
strength renewed, their spirits ready and hearts on 
fire, to be able to continue in their work, friendship 
and testimony in this part of the People of God that 
wanders in Cordoba, if it is the will of God and for 
the good of His Church. 
  

This is also a desire of our Bishop, who, on re-
peated occasions and often publicly has praised, 
thanked and encouraged the work of the Missionary 
team (as the girls can tell you).  So you know how 
excessively wide the doors and arms of our diocese 
and of our people are always open to receive you, 
because this diocese is your family also. 
  

Pope Benedict XVI announced after Sydney, that 
World Youth day would be in Madrid, Spain, for the 
year 2011. The news was really a gift of the Holy 
Spirit since the motto of the Day was "you will re-
ceive the power of the Holy Spirit" and the breath of 
the Spirit blew all the way to us in Spain. ..could this 
be a sign from God?  Let us know if you can partici-
pate, because this is going to be an insane time in 
Spain and it would delight us to be able to include 
you. 
 

I believe that this new phase is going to be very 
fruitful, since, thanks to God, the sprouts that have 
been sown are being seen, and perhaps, God willing, 
by next summer there can be a good crop. 
  

And of course you are included my humble prayers.  
(I offer the 3rd Glorious mystery for FMC, and many 
Masses of Evangelization of the Peoples for you.)  
  

God bless y’all! 

    Father Gama 
 

Gathering in the Missionaries’ Home 
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Pilgrimage with  Youth 



 

 

 Lord, Provide Our    

Development Needs 
by Frank Summers 

 
 A principal truth underly-
ing our missionary apostolate is 
that, like the lilies of the field and 
the birds of the air, we should not 
worry about what we are to eat or 
what we are to wear, our heavenly 
Father knows we need these 
things.  We must put first the 
kingdom of God and His way of 
holiness and all else will be given 
to us. 
 FMC operates because of 

the total commitment and very hard work of all our mis-
sionaries, staff, and volunteers; and we depend on the fi-
nancial donations of thousands of benefactors.  Our book-
keeper advised me a couple of years back that in that year 
we had received over 5,000 donations.  Since our founda-
tion, we have received a few $10,000 donations; most 
benefactors send us their checks for $100-$200; many send 
us $20. The largest donation we ever received was for 
$24,000, from a lady we had never met.  During the past 3 
years our total revenues have exceeded $500,000 per year.  
Our practice has been to identify what the Lord is asking us 
to do, then to pray for the funding needed to do that, and 
the Lord always provides the funds needed. 
 Each of our missionaries finds contributors from 
among their own families, friends, faith communities and 
others to raise funds for their lives in mission.  Our mis-

sionaries generally live on about $300/month per adult, and 
a lesser amount for their children.  Many of the children 
are homeschooled. We live among the poor, sharing their 
simple accommodations, food, clothing.  Most of our mis-
sionaries do not have their own vehicles.  Some of our mis-
sionaries have been able to teach in mission schools on 
small salaries. We live Gospel poverty. We TRUST the 
Lord to care for us.  
  After fourteen years, with our organization grow-
ing (last year we had 28 missionaries serving full time); 
and our responsibilities growing and more opportunities 
being presented, by the Lord and His Church. I believe 
FMC needs a “development fund” to grow into our full 
potential, to be able to plan and budget expenditures. 
 We always must continue to TRUST the Lord for 
everything, and to move as the Spirit leads us. At the same 
time, our Director and Board and mission organizers need 
funds to develop our main works, and to assist the churches 
and poor where we live and serve.  
 We are thankful to all of our present benefactors 
for the love and generosity they faithfully show us.  Now 
we are asking them and other potential new benefactors to 
consider making large donations to fund this needed 
“development fund.” Please share this vision of our need, 
and pray for the Lord to provide these new funds; and for 
those who can, please consider making a large contribution 
to our “development fund” — we will also be seeking 
grant funding.  If the Spirit moves in your heart to give a 
large donation, contact our Development Office about  be-
coming one of our “Paraclete Partners.” 
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Providing for the Poor 
by Sarah Summers Granger 

 
Recently, our family made a special trip to 
General Cepeda to distribute alms collected 
by St. Pius X, a church in Lafayette. What 
an incredible joy and privilege it was to dis-

tribute desperately needed alms to so many of God’s children 
in Mexico.  I only wish that you, our FMC benefactors, had 
been with me to see the faces, homes, and hearts profoundly 
affected by your amazing generosity. 
 Many families were aided, perhaps the neediest was 
the Torres Cerda family who live in a tiny, cramped and aging 
adobe home.  This family has recently suffered great tragedy 
and loss.  Two years ago they moved from their village to 
General Cepeda so that their children could continue their 
schooling.  Neither parent has above a sixth grade education, 
and these humble people hoped for more for their four chil-
dren.  The husband’s job provided only enough for meager 
accommodations, and the lack of sanitary living conditions in 
their home led to their 12 year old and 8 year old sons both 
becoming ill from a rare parasitic blood disease.  Their 12 
year old son died after a brief bout with the illness led to a 
brain hemorrhage.  Luis Angel, their 8 year old, is slowly re-
covering after months of hospitalization. The health depart-

ment fumigated their home and demanded that they burn the 
majority of their limited personal belongings to prevent the 
spread of the parasite that infected their children. They are in 
a desperate situation, trying to pay two massive hospital bills, 
cover funeral expenses, and purchase bedding, clothes and 
other household needs.  When we arrived, Mr. Torres an-
nounced that he had been hoping to go out to buy fruit juice 
for Luis, but was waiting to see if his wife had been able to 
collect her small government aid package of about $100 pesos 
so that his son could have something healthy to drink.  He 
talked about how the suffering in their family had brought 
them closer to each other and to their faith, explaining 
how he had started going regularly to church with his wife 
and children, and how he was trusting in the Lord to pull them 
out of their difficult situation.  When we presented him with a 
gift of $15,000 pesos, he was incredulous at first and then, 
with tears in his eyes, he talked about the miracle of God’s 
provision through the generous benefactors who helped him.  
Though the donation will not cover all of their expenses, it 
will relieve the urgency of their situation, cover the funeral 
debt, and help them to buy what they most need in their home.  
With shaking hands, Mr. Torres wrote the name “St. Pius X” 
on a piece of paper and put it on their family altar. “So that I 
will never forget to pray for them,” he said with a smile.  We 
prayed together for strength for their family, health for their 
child, and blessings for you, their generous benefactors. 



 

 

Contact UsContact UsContact UsContact Us::::    
    

Family Missions Company 

12624 Everglade Rd 

Abbeville, LA 70510 

Phone: 337-893-6111  

Fax: 337-893-6177   
EIN# 72-1366886 

 

Visit our website: 

www.fmcmissions.com 

Email: 

office@fmcmissions.com 

missions@fmcmissions.com 

frank@fmcmissions.com 

Conferences, Retreats, Seminars,  

Parish Missions: 
Family Life, Holiness, Mission, Lay Apostolate 

Contact Frank and Genie Summers—337-893-1440 

Do You Need Speakers?  Do You Need Speakers?  Do You Need Speakers?  Do You Need Speakers?   

    

Big Woods Mission Staff:Big Woods Mission Staff:Big Woods Mission Staff:Big Woods Mission Staff:    
    

Frank Summers II — Director 

Genie Summers—Development Director 

Elizabeth Edwards—Bookkeeper/Database 

Sarah Baquet—Missionary Coordinator 

Sarah Granger - Executive Secretary 

Joseph Summers—Short Term Missions 

 

FMC Mugs—$5.00 
FMC T-shirts—$15.00 

 

Go, You Are Sent (Book) 

by Genie Summers—$10.00 
 

Contact us to order 

If you would like your loved ones to be written in our Memoriam Book, which is kept in the Chapel and remembered  

in our prayers and Masses, please contact us at (337) 893-6111 or email us at office@fmcmissions.com. 

In Loving Memory of 

~ Beverlee Gremillion 
~ Bill Baquet 
~ Joseph Kenny 
~ Sheri Davis 
~ Jim Gettys 
~ Kristine Napier 
~ Jan Hebert Liebsch 
~ Kurtis Briley 

~ Earl Breaux 
~ Paul Nicholas Jordan 
~ Steven Broussard 
~ Elida (Mrs. John) Luquette 
~ Ray Melancon 
~ Wanda M. Gary 
~ Joanne Beno 
~ Gail Maria Joos Harris 

~ Alexandria Kowalczyk 
~ James F. Cooper V 
~ Dr. Harold “Sonny” Trahan, 

Jr. 
~ Gano D. Lemoine, Jr. 
~ Teda B. Lemoine 
~ Dr. Carl Jory 
~ Guy Kaufman, Sr 

Prayer 
 

If you are in need of prayer, contact us and we 
can include you in our daily petitions. 

Remember: 
Jesus Loves You!!! 

Please let us know if/when you have a 
change of address so that we can avoid 
the high costs of returned mail and so we 

can keep our database up-to-date. 
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The time has come to commit all of 
the Church’s energies to a  

new evangelization. 
-Mission of the Redeemer 

FMC NEEDS: 
~ SMALL TRACTOR TO KEEP PASTURE MOWED 

~ FUNDS TO COMPLETE ST. PAUL’S HOUSE 

~ SMALL SUV FOR ONE OF OUR MISSIONARY FAMILIES 

~ VOLUNTEER HELP IN OFFICE 

~ FUNDS TO COVER MISSIONARIES’ STUDENT LOANS 

SERVE is available on our website! 

Check it out : www.fmcmissions.com 
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