
 

 

   

I asked the students to 

reflect on where they 

meet Jesus, how they 

meet Him, what they 

feel, and how they are 

transformed. Before div-

ing into papers, colors 

and imagination, I talked 

a little about how we can 

glorify God through art. Because God made us in His 

image and likeness, we have the gift of creativity. Our 

beautiful works of art can help point people to God. 

   It made my heart swell with joy to see our students’ 

creativity blossom through crayons, markers, and 

scraps of colorful paper. These are kids who love 

making art just as much as I do, but who don’t usually 

have the opportunity or materials. What a privilege to 

provide them with both! At the end of the session we 

held a little art show. Each student got to present 

their work and explain it. I could see their personali-

ties reflected in their work: some were meticulously 

crafted while others exploded with enthusiastic vigor. 

Two of my favorites were Ceilon and Aldren. She 

drew a starry Christmas night sky and a bamboo 

hut—“simple, but with a loving family”, and he made 

a collage of clouds, raindrops, and puddles because 

he “meets Jesus in the rain.” 

   Before they went home the kids got to select a few 

supplies to take with them. I drew names and each 

person chose what they wanted to keep. One boy 

deliberated for a few minutes, and then finally made 

his choice: one black colored pencil. When I told him 

that he got to keep the whole box, his face lit up with 

surprise and thanks. How many colored pencils have I 

had in my life and taken for granted, while this boy 

would have been content with one black pencil.  

   The day was a success: our students started to ex-

press themselves, and were inspired to make beauti-

ful projects! 

    There are few things 

more exciting than  

receiving a package in 

the mail. Especially 

when you’re living 

across the world on an 

isolated island. And 

when the packages are 

sent by your mom. And 

when they contain a treasure chest of school sup-

plies. And when you’re teaching at a high school 

where some students have never even owned a 

box of crayons. When two such packages arrived, 

Susanna and I felt like Christmas had come early. 

Among the supplies were twenty-two boxes of 

crayons (and even a 92-piece box and a 64-piece 

box!), eighteen sets of colored pencils, ten water-

color sets, a big set of markers, more than three 

dozen pens, and close to 100 fun pencils. But the 

best was the 192 sheets of beautiful scrapbooking 

paper. This was something I’d pored over in art 

stores, and dreamed of using. Now I got to do 

something better: share it with kids who didn’t 

know things like this even existed! 

   We organized an ‘Art Day’ to share these      

wonderful gifts with our students. I have always 

had a passion for art, and strongly believe that 

everyone has the God-given gift of creativity. It’s 

so important to encourage people to use this gift! 

On Saturday, we invited any students who liked 

art to come, learn some techniques, and work on 

a project. In the morning, about 25 first and sec-

ond year students came, and in the afternoon, we 

had around 15 third and fourth students. (Sadly 

the rain kept some at home.) Susanna and I were 

only too happy to prepare for the Art Day by mak-

ing some sample pieces. Life as a missionary is 

pretty awesome when it includes sitting on the 

porch and making a collage! 

   The theme for the projects was ‘Meeting Jesus.’ 

Dear Benefactors, 

   During this time of Thanksgiving, we 

are so incredibly thankful for all of you.  

Your generous support does so much 

good.  Our missionaries are in Intake 

now, learning to give their lives more 

fully to God’s service, thanks to you.  

Around the world, not only do our mis-

sionaries preach the Gospel, clothe the 

naked, feed the hungry and meet other 

basic human needs, but they are even 

able to go beyond the basics and inspire 

God’s children to reflect creatively on 

His goodness—as Rebekah Lillis reports 

at the end of this note.  Thank you for 

your faithfulness in supporting us.  May 

your lives be filled with every good and   

beautiful gift this Thanksgiving!  
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   Oh, there’s so much to say! God is so amazing. 

Our family has been here in Louisiana for about a 

month and a half and it almost feels like years. 

We’ve grown so much. Have you ever seen a 

plant that is placed in very fertile soil and tended 

to by a caring hand? Before you know it, it is 

huge and bearing amazing fruit.  

   Every day my spiritual life, and that of my     

entire family, is nurtured and cultivated. We are 

open to the work of the Spirit and are actively 

trying to grow stronger and more fruitful with 

each and every day. No, that is not accurate 

enough. We are growing with each passing     

moment. Those of you who have made this     

opportunity possible through your prayers and 

financial support, I thank you so much. You’re 

helping to cultivate a catalyst that may very well 

change the world! 

   I can hear all of you asking, “What in the world 

are y’all doing down there?” So, let me give you a 

little peek into the lives of missionaries in train-

ing. Counting only the adults, there are eight of 

us. We are the only family this year. The other six 

are singles whose ages span from 19 to 72. There 

are three girls and three guys. Praise God for di-

versity. It really makes for a great Intake. 

   Our Intake began with a retreat, and it sure 

started with a bang! From being challenged to 

pray every day with Scripture, read through the 

entire Bible, Catechism, and Vatican II           

documents within the next year, frequent the 

Sacraments, practice our “one anothers” (I’ll  ex-

plain later) and my personal favorite, “Be the Ba-

con” (again, explanation later), we were    chal-

lenged to basically become saints! And that was 

just the beginning! 

   We were all assigned one of two work teams to 

help with meals, individual personal jobs 

(cleaning/ sweeping and outdoor work) and ex-

pectations (keeping 

your living area clean, 

make your bed every 

day, etc.) So every day 

we wake up and help 

with breakfast if it’s 

our turn (later help 

with lunch or dinner), eat, then head over for     

morning prayer. Everyone participates, even the 

children. Then a small break where we get the 

school work ready for our kids, and some     

wonderful missionary comes over and does 

school with our kids while we attend our first 

talk of the day. On Mondays and Wednesdays 

we begin with our missionary training talks 

which cover a variety of topics, from prayer to 

how to go about evangelizing. On Tuesdays and 

Fridays we have 2 hours after breakfast in which 

we learn how to prepare talks and practice    

presenting them. Thursdays are our service days 

where we visit home-bound individuals, visit 

nursing homes, serve at soup kitchens and offer 

Bible studies to people who may have no other 

opportunity to hear God’s word. The children 

get to participate in all of this activity. 

   During lunch we read and discuss Acts of the 

Apostles and the church document “Mission of 

the Redeemer.” We then have a few hours off 

to rest, study, prepare talks and have our per-

sonal prayer time. After dinner prep and dinner 

we are off to Bible studies (men and women are 

divided), Mass, youth group, or Praise and    

Worship. Saturdays are work days for the whole 

community where we work together fixing up or 

cleaning somewhere on the 66 acres of Big 

Woods Mission. It all ends with a community 

Lord’s Day celebration and meal. Sunday we 

rest. That’s the schedule, but it in no way   

represents the Spirit of our life here. We were 

challenged to live the “one anothers” everyday, 

with everyone. This in itself is life changing, as far 

as I’m concerned:  

List of One Another Commands from the New 

Testament: Accept one another, Admonish one 

another, Bear one another’s burdens, Bear with 

one another, Build up one another, Care for one 

another, Comfort one another, Confess faults to 

one another, Be Devoted to one another, Encour-

age one another, Forgive one another, Greet one 

another, Be Honest with one another, Honor one 

another, Be Hospitable to one another, Be Kind to 

one another, Love one another, You are members 

one of another, Pray for one another, Be of the 

Same Mind with one another, Serve one another, 

Spur one another on, Submit to one another. 

   Our challenge, from the first day of Intake, and 

actually from the first moment of our existence 

has been to “Be the Bacon.” This is kind of a little 

silly phrase that our director, Joseph Summers, 

came up with. He asked us to think about    

breakfast. You’ve got your eggs, your milk and 

your bacon. Only the bacon has to give up its en-

tire life to give us its gift. We are here for a rea-

son, and yes, we can give a little here, a little 

there, (like the nice chicken and cow) and when 

we die we can tell God, look I did some good 

things while I was alive, or we can be the bacon 

and when we die we can say, “Look God, I gave 

up my LIFE for you.” There is nothing more I 

could wish to have done because I gave it all! 

When we enter heaven we will not walk in the 

midst of the saints thinking, wow he died for 

God, and all I can say is I gave a homeless man 5 

bucks a couple times. Instead we will be able to 

hold our heads high, and walk side by side   

knowing our lives were given for God,        

WILLINGLY. Praise God! 
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