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							Missionaries compelled by Jesus' Great Commission proclaiming Jesus Christ and His #Gospel to the poor! 🌏 #FMCmissions
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            Happy Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord! T
            	                    [image: Happy Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord! Today, we celebrate a most holy day, the day Jesus became incarnate in our world - the day He took on human flesh and became one of us! We thank you, God, for the great gift of the Second Person of the Holy Trinity. We also thank our Blessed Mother for her obedience to your will and for saying yes to becoming the Mother of God. Help us to become obedient to Your will, Father.  #annunciationofthelord #catholicfeastday #solemnity #jesusincarnate #catholicmissionaries #saintoftheday #liturgicalliving]
        
    



    
        
            Happy Divine Mercy Sunday! Today, Sarah Granger sh
            	                    [image: Happy Divine Mercy Sunday! Today, Sarah Granger shares with us a reflection on mercy: “What a joy to celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday! Even though I am no expert on this feast, I think it is one of the most lovely celebrations of the year.   I grew up as a missionary, but Divine Mercy devotions weren't on my radar until I was an adult, evangelizing in rural Mexico. So many of the simple houses I visited had a faded picture of Jesus with a gentle expression, red and blue beams emanating from His open heart. Honestly, I was puzzled by the widespread devotion to this image of mercy. Isn’t every image of Jesus an image of mercy? The Good Shepherd? Even baby Jesus, mercy incarnate in a manger?  Then I started to read the radical, beautiful things that Jesus revealed to St. Faustina about His mercy: ‘The graces from My mercy are drawn by one vessel, and that vessel is trustfulness. The more trustful a soul is, the more it will receive…' (Diary 1578).  The compelling image of a merciful God longing to pour mercy into a trustful soul is so beautiful, but why is it important that we particularly focus on this image?  I realized that when Jesus spoke this to St. Faustina, many religious figures emphasized the image of a wrathful God and the scarcity of His mercy. One of the most egregious examples comes from an 18th-century protestant preacher, Jonathan Edwards, who wrote: ‘The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much as one holds a spider, or some loathsome insect over the fire, abhors you, and is dreadfully provoked…you are ten thousand times more abominable in his eyes, than the most hateful venomous serpent is in ours’ (Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God).  Even though I first read this sermon in high school, I still shiver when I read Edwards’ text. I see how terribly confused we Christians can find ourselves when we don’t celebrate the abundance of God’s Divine Mercy.  Without the assurance of His gentle heart, I would never have run to Him like the prodigal son lost in my twenties. On this Divine Mercy Sunday, let us open the doors of our hearts, entrust ourselves to His merciful hands, and let His mercy act!”]
        
    



    
        
            NEW BLOG // THE HOLY FATHER'S INTENTIONS - THE ROL
            	                    [image: NEW BLOG // THE HOLY FATHER'S INTENTIONS - THE ROLE OF WOMEN // By Cate Broadbent // FMC Staff  “I have met countless remarkable women in my life, and many of those have been during my time serving as a foreign missionary.  These aren’t women who will receive any prestigious awards. You won’t read about them online. They don’t have a long list of worldly accomplishments.   But they are hidden and faithful, working hard to help support their families, enduring adversity, living under the burden of poverty, and sacrificing themselves daily for their children.  In the Easter readings, we hear about Mary Magdalene, the woman who found the empty tomb of Christ and was given the task of announcing the resurrection to Jesus’s disciples.   Women have always had a particular role in the Church and the world, and so this month, Pope Francis focuses his intentions on women in need around the world:  We pray that the dignity and immense value of women be recognized in every culture, and for the end of discrimination that they experience in different parts of the world.  I think of women I’ve met who have raised children on their own, those who have suffered abuse or abandonment, those who are migrants, and those who are marginalized even by those of their own culture.  This month, during this Easter season, let us join the Holy Father in praying for women across the globe. Each time we pick up our rosary beads and say, “For the intentions of Our Holy Father,” let us pray that the dignity of women will be recognized in all cultures and that God will come to the aid of those who face discrimination and other painful hardships.  Let us pray especially through the intercession of Mary, blessed among women, and all the female saints of our Church. May they pray for all women of our time, for their holiness, their faithfulness, and their perseverance until the end."  Read this blog through the link in our BIO.  #prayforwomen #theroleofwomen #catholicmissions #popesintentions #prayerintentions #catholicblog]
        
    



    
        
            We will celebrate the Feast of Divine Mercy on Sun
            	                    [image: We will celebrate the Feast of Divine Mercy on Sunday, as revealed to St. Faustina. As we prepare for this feast, one of our missionaries shares a story of St. Faustina’s intercession:  "Mental illness is complicated. When it develops, it’s difficult to identify; however, when symptoms appear suddenly, it’s impossible to ignore.  Many years ago, my dad fell ill with an unexplainable psychosis that may have been caused by emotional trauma. What started as delirium transformed into psychotic episodes, and it was no longer safe for him to be home. As I boarded a plane to Poland, my dad, who was completely 'normal' just a couple of months ago, was being put in a straightjacket and transferred to an inpatient facility where he’d remain for an undefined amount of time. My heart ached and my husband and I even considered rescheduling our trip.   In Poland, we visited salt mines, spent the day at Our Lady of Czestochowa (saw the Black Madonna), and enjoyed the Tatra mountain village of Zakopane. Still, these experiences pale in comparison to the time spent at the Divine Mercy Shrine in Kraków.   After touring St. Faustina's convent and tomb, we lit a candle near the original painting of the Divine Mercy image and begged St. Faustina to intercede for my dad. I began sobbing, but mysteriously, the image of Jesus became sharper and more realistic as I looked on through tears. I begged Jesus to pour out His mercy upon my dad.   It wasn’t until we returned home that we learned of my dad’s instantaneous recovery. The day we were on our knees in front of the Divine Mercy image, my dad, who was 4,000 miles away, sat up in bed and asked the nurse why he was there. The doctor conducted an evaluation and concluded that the psychosis had passed, granting my dad permission to return home.   When I visited him, he acted as if nothing had happened. To this day, he has no memory of his episodes. I believe that my dad was miraculously healed! Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world. St. Faustina, please pray for us!"  #stfaustina #divinemercy #fmcmissions]
        
    



    
        
            At FMC, we have an amazing staff that helps suppor
            
	                
	            	                    [image: At FMC, we have an amazing staff that helps support our missionaries from all around the world. We want to share with you how working on staff has been a blessing to many. Today, we are highlighting our Co-Executive Director, Sarah.  🔥What is your official role? I share the role of Executive Director with Kevin.  🔥 How long have you been working as FMC staff? I went through Intake in 2003 but had served on staff for a year before that, then served intermittently between being a field missionary for years. I came back to a staff position ten years ago.  🔥Would you say working as FMC staff has been worthwhile and why? Yes! You get to love on some of the most awesome saints alive today - FMC missionaries. You also get to fulfill the Great Commission!  🔥 What would you say to those considering working as FMC staff OR those considering full-time foreign missions? If you are called, do it. It’s an amazing life.  🔥 What is your favorite thing about working with FMC? Growing in relationship with God. Meeting, serving, and loving my brothers and sisters all around the world.  — #fmcstaff #staffhighlight #missions #foreignmissions #catholicfaith #catholicfamily #gettoknowus]
        
    



    
        
            Happy Easter season from the FMC family all around
            	                    [image: Happy Easter season from the FMC family all around the world, to YOU! Christ is risen, Alleluia!   #happyeaster #christisrisen #alleluia]
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